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The forums held during the 2017-2018 school year provided an opportunity to receive feedback 
on our current programs and provide clarifying information.  We appreciated the time out 
parents gave to provide us with this important feedback. 
 
The main points of these discussions have been reviewed and addressed in discussions with SEP 
leadership, the BOE, Principals and staff. Special education programming and management is a 
fluid process, and some areas brought to our attention will be addressed over time.  
 
Issues discussed during the forums and in other discussions with SEP leadership include: 
 

 Amount of time for integrated co-teaching in elementary classrooms 
 Rigor of the curriculum SWD access to such curriculum 
 Mental health concerns including anxiety and school refusal 
 Social skills training and groups 
 CSE meetings  
 Teaching Assistant experience and quality 
 Specialized regents review classes 
 Foreign language exemptions 
 Gap between inclusion and CORE 
 Transition between elementary and middle school programs 
 Earth Science and Algebra in 8th Grade 
 Universal enrollment in IB 
 Perceived lack of IB support classes 
 Final exams vs. regents exams 
 Money spent on private tutoring 
 Concern that SWD have no time for extra-curricular activities or electives 
 Concern that students repeat regents exams disproportionately 

 
It is important to remember that Special Education programming, services and support are 
determined on a case by case basis for individual students. RVC programs are designed 
specifically to allow for individualization of programming and needs (para-professionals, our 
own vision teacher, AT consultant, etc.).   
 
Whether or not there is public discourse, as a system we are consistently reflecting on our 
services, and making changes to improve these services, in response to an individual or 
universal need, or in response to regulatory changes.   
 



Our programs currently result in graduation diploma rates which far exceed state performance.  
Our students graduate and receive regents diplomas at a higher rate than many districts 
referenced during forum discussions.   
 
We recognize that statistics do not tell the entire story and the journey is as important as the 
outcome.  In response to concerns expressed, we have examined data and reviewed 
programming. Our discussions and action will be ongoing.   The information below outlines 
some recent updates and clarification of services already in place.  
 

 Our Model/Paraprofessional Support and Credentials 
 SE teacher and paraprofessional support was recently increased to balance 

support in certain schools and to attempt to attain a sense of permanency in SE 
staffing at the Elementary level.  

 Our model, which is supported heavily by paraprofessionals, has always allowed 
for guided reading support, small group instruction and inclusion programs in all 
five elementary buildings.  

 TA credential reviewed.  Hiring practices reflect educated and in many cases 
certified staff. 45% of our current teaching assistants are certified teachers.  56% 
hold BS or BA degrees and 31% hold MS or MA degrees.  All teaching assistants 
are required to take six hours of professional development annually. 
 

 Access to the Curriculum and universal enrollment in IB English/History 
 How a student accesses the curriculum is part of individualized program.  Special 

education teachers and paraprofessionals receive ongoing professional 
development in specialized instruction.  

 During the Summer of 2018, an English 9 and English 11 IB curriculum writing 
project was completed to identify those units where struggling learners have the 
most difficulty.  Then using the information, they acquired from IEP’s, progress 
monitoring tools, and the experience of teachers, the teachers documented 
instructional strategies that can be used during the intensive units in IB English 
classes to ensure that all students can succeed.  This project also allowed 
teachers to create lessons that enhance the comprehension and understanding 
of the challenging parts of the NYS English Regents by including teaching 
strategies that address learning challenges.   

 District wide differentiation professional development, allows not only special 
education teachers, but general education teachers to optimize benefits of 
heterogeneously grouped classrooms.   

 
 Mental health concerns including anxiety and school refusal 

 During the Summer of 2017, a curriculum project was completed to outline the 
implementation of Social Emotional learning programs throughout the District.  
This pre-dated, but helps address, the Mental Health education and awareness 
mandates required by NYS law and NYSED regulations as of July 1, 2018.   
 



 Social skills training and groups 
 Training for Aides/TAs who supervise unstructured time with children was held 

on Superintendent’s Conference Day, September 4, 2018.  About 60-70 
paraprofessionals were trained by Dr. Michelle Chamblin of Molloy College.    
Work in this area is ongoing.  

 Psychologists and Social Workers facilitate Social Skills Counseling groups in all 
buildings.   
 

 New CSE Conference Room and Parent Waiting Room arriving Fall of 2018!  
 The District has renovated office space on the first floor of the Central 

Administration building.  A new parent waiting room adjacent to the CSE staff 
and a new CSE conference room will optimize privacy, information exchange, 
and efficiency of the CSE process.  

 
 Specialized regents review classes 

 Dr. Leahy and Dr. Pellettieri’s departments are working in tandem to investigate 
grant funds that may be used for providing even more tutoring after school if 
possible.   

 Tutoring has been offered at SSHS and SSMS for several years.  Better 
communication to advertise these offerings will occur.    

 
 Foreign language exemptions/request for introductory classes or sign language 

 Foreign Language exemptions are student specific and only considered for cases 
where language processing is compromised (i.e. hearing deficits, central auditory 
processing, extreme speech or learning disabilities).  Foreign Language 
exemptions are not encouraged by the CSE.   

 Colleges recognize foreign language exemptions and understand the rationale.  
These issues are addressed by school counselors in letters of recommendation.  
 

 Specialized Instruction and support  
 The second period of ELA and Math (every other day) for sixth graders will be 

used for specialized instruction inside and outside of the classroom when 
appropriate.   

 When students require additional supports (in addition to those built into 
inclusion or special classes) they are identified at their annual reviews and given 
supports to address these needs.  For example, 1:1 teaching assistants or aides, 
specialized reading, increased related services, extended day services, home 
services, second period of academic enrichment and more.  Each case is uniquely 
discussed.   

 When a child enters HS these unique plans are further analyzed, and always 
backed up with pathways that would allow students to earn exiting credentials, 
including CDOS.  Hours of meetings outside of committee are held between 
Administrators and building psychologists, teachers and parents.  We consider 
many outside the box solutions, including reading outside of the school day, 



supported employment, vocational training, five year plans, shortened days, 
doubling academic enrichment or resource rooms.  In essence, we create the 
unique programs necessary for success, while allowing all SWD access to the 
same curriculum of their non-disabled peers. 
 

 Transition between elementary and middle school programs 
 Transition to Middle School can be difficult and confusing for all students and is 

not necessarily a special education issue. The issues specific to special education 
have been discussed for some time and several changes have been made.    The 
Middle School conducts orientation for all students and their parents, holds 
individual meetings, and sets up individual tours for students with disabilities 
when requested. More communication regarding these opportunities is 
necessary.     

 Summer Bridge classes (preview of sixth, seventh, and eighth grade ELA and 
math topics) were added to special education summer offerings in 2017. In 2018 
candidates for these classes were identified during discussions at CSE.  If you 
believe your child is a candidate for Bridge, please discuss this support with your 
child’s building psychologist or special education teacher.     

 Aides are routinely assigned after school for students with disabilities at the 
Middle School to allow access to extracurricular activities and athletics.    

 A review of instructional practices in fifth grade (including departmentalization) 
is ongoing.  

 

 Earth Science and Algebra in 8th Grade 
 The District believes in the well-established and proven practice of universal 

acceleration and the benefits of earning HS credits before entering HS.  Universal 
acceleration frees up the schedule for electives, support and upper level classes 
and ameliorates the detriments of tracked classes and increased failure rates 
when classes are not integrated.   

 
 Perceived lack of IB support classes 

 This issue has been addressed by the High School.  There are five vibrant sections 
of ELA support for IB English 11 scheduled for the 2018-2019 school year.   As of 
the opening of school, no student was closed out.  Students should speak to 
their school counselor to add this support class and for any schedule changes.   
 

 Related services outside the school day 
 Related services outside of the school day (zero period) is considered on a case by case 

basis. In individual cases, this request has been accommodated.   
 

 Final exams vs. regents exams 
 Regents exams are a required element of any diploma option. Locally created 

final exams cannot be substituted (NYS regulations).  Regents are worth only 



10% of a course grade at SSHS.  Midterms, which are locally created, are worth 
the same (10%). 

 
 Concern over amount of money spent on private tutoring 

 Dr. Leahy and Dr. Pellettieri’s departments are working in tandem to investigate 
grant funds that may be used for providing additional tutoring after school. 

 Tutoring has been offered at SSHS and SSMS for several years and we will 
improve communication to advertise these offerings in the future.    
  

 Concern that SWD have no time for extra-curricular activities or electives 
 Data was collected (from all high school special education students enrolled last 

year) to examine this issue.  The data shows that most students with disabilities 
are not excluded from electives and extra-curricular activities. However, as 
previously underscored, this is an individual issue and if a child appears to have 
been excluded, PPS and SE staff have been specifically directed to address these 
individual concerns.   

 This is NOT a universal special education issue.   
 

 Concern that students with disabilities repeat regents exams disproportionately 
 Data was collected to examine this issue as well, and isolate incidents were 

identified where a student repeated a regents exam more than two times.   
 Discussions between central and high school administration ensued regarding 

this concern and best ways to address individual cases.   
 

 Communication 
 

 SE Website is under construction to facilitate fluid communication through push 
app. 

 Special education teachers should be communicating with parents routinely.   
 

 Reading Training and Programs  
 A new reading program, Corrective Reading, has been implemented at the 

Middle School and Elementary Schools to address reading deficits. Almost all 
teachers (special education and AIS) have been trained. This program is in place 
in three buildings and implementation will continue throughout the school year.   
Reading Mastery was piloted in Hewitt Elementary School.  

 Wilson reading  certification underway for specific teachers (AIS and SE) in 
elementary and Middle Schools (nine teachers will be certified in the 2018-2019 
school year).     

 These changes are in addition to District wide use of interventions such as 
Leveled Literacy (Fountas and Pinnell) and Wilson Reading Systems, as well as all 
programmatic direct reading instruction and guided reading programs continue.   

 
 



We look forward to a productive year ahead with continued success in reaching our learning, 
social emotional, transition, graduation and diploma earning goals.  Please contact Dr. Leahy, 
Dr. Gadon, or your building Principals to discuss these or any other matters concerning your 

child. 
 
 


